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Remembering Archbishop JOB

On Friday, December 18, 2009, our
beloved Archbishop JOB unexpectedly fell
asleep in the Lord. He was found dead
inside his car parked in a motel lot in
Maumee, Ohio. According to reports he
had been complaining of chest congestion
in recent weeks and was on his way back
o Chicago for a doctofjds appointment.
The Archbishop was head of the Chicago
and Midwest Diocese, which stretched
{from North Dakota to the western border
= of Pennsylvania, but our church, St. Peter
"and St. Paul, now located in Burr Ridge,
was his home Church. He came to Orthodoxy at our Church at
itds old location in Chicago.

Arch bishop JOB was born Richard John Osacky on March 18,
1946 to a Catholic father and an Orthodox mother. He was
baptized Catholic, but attended our church with his mother,
where he was received into the Orthodox faith at the age of 16.

He attended St. Rita High School, Northern lllinois University
and St. Tikhonés Seminary.

At the seminary, he began writing icons to earn extra cash for
expenses. His work was not that of a casual painter, but of a
gifted painter who had great skill and Insight. A few years ago
some of his large pieces were shown at the Museum of Science
and Industry in an Orthodox show of iconography.

He was also talented musically and composed Russian chants.

In fact, music occupied more and more of his time in recent
years.

In 1970, Archbishop JOB was ordained a priest and later
assigned to a parish in Black Lick, PA. He became a monk and
took the name JOB in 1975.

In 1982, he was elected Bishop of Hartford and the diocese of
New England. In 1993, he returned to his hometown after being
elevated to Archbishop and enthroned at Holy Trinity Cathedral.

He was a modest man, truthful, prayerful, gentle, unassuming
and he had a great sense of humor. He was also intuitive and
could catch the true nature of any given situation.

He loved picnics at his parishes, visiting his flock and seeing
what children were doing at summer camps. He really was a
member of the family at each and everyone of his parishes and
he will truly be missed
He had planned to retire in 2011 and wanted to spend time
reading scriptures, writing icons
and working out his own
salvation. Distant travel certainly
asndét on his age
an aversion to flying. He always
drove to wherever he had to go.

Well over 200 priests,
Metropolitan Jonah and at least
a dozen Bishops attended the bz
uneral vigil in Chicago. In addition, 40 priests
lead by Bishop Melchisedek attended the burial service in Black :
Lick, Pa. where he first served the priesthood. (The icons were At the luncheon that followed the 10 year Memorial

written by Archbishop JOB.) Service, many shared special memories of Bishop Job.
May his Memory be Eternal!
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